
                                                                                                                                                      

Townsend Historical Society 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

November 7, 2021, 2:00 PM 

In accordance with ongoing Covid-19 safety measures, this annual meeting was held 
virtually using Zoom.


Attendance: Ryan Hayward, Taber Morrell, Clare Kauppi, Kathleen Spofford, Dana 
Blanchard, Karen Clement, Lee McTighe, Kara Fossey, Bill Pavao, Karl and Maureen 
Smith, Anni Smith, Jan Johnson, Sandi Tuttle, Kimberly Rogers King, Justin, and 
Lindsey Dunbeck. 

A quorum of 16 members was achieved. 

The meeting was called to order by President Ryan D. Hayward at 2:15 pm. 

Site Administrator Taber Morell introduced Cosmo the cat who won the society’s Paws 
for Preservation fundraiser.  

The Minutes of the November 8, 2020 Annual Meeting were put up on the screen for 
review and accepted unanimously.  

The Minutes of the September 22, 2021 membership meeting (re: Capital Projects) were 
put up on the screen for review and accepted unanimously.  

The slate of directors was presented as: 
 Ryan Hayward 
 Kara Fossey 
 Dana Blanchard 
 Sharon Lacasse 
 Jan Johnson 
 Sandi Tuttle 
 Clare Kauppi 
 Leigh McTighe 
 Kathy Spofford 
 with Life Member Mary West 

A motion made to accept the slate was seconded and passed unanimously. 



President Ryan Hayward gave an overview of the society’s 125th year, noting that over 
fifty people toured the Reed Homestead and over 250 people attended programs. The 
40th Arts & Crafts Fair was held virtually in September. He reported that future programs 
will hopefully be held in person with a virtual option (hybrid).  

Treasurer Dana Blanchard provided a financial overview for the year and noted that the 
Fidelity accounts did well with a 24% increase. There was a 27% increase in asset value 
though the value of fixed assets decreased because the Harbor Church was revalued. The 
report was accepted, seconded, and unanimously approved. 

Site Administrator Taber Morell began his report by recapping covid restrictions that 
have impacted museum operations. He reported that grants were received in support of 
the following projects: Cooperage restoration, capacity building (audio visual), and 
restoration of the Prescott Bass. Despite Covid, several public programs were held in 
person including open houses and historical cemetery tour.  

The Collections Committee reported that work on the extensive clothing collection 
continues and a donation of archival materials and equipment will be forthcoming to help 
with this work.  

There was no new or old business from the floor. 

The business meeting was dissolved unanimously at 2:35 pm. 

The meeting was followed by an illustrated program by Townsend native Bill Pavao 
which featured his work and research at two Lizzie Borden houses: the Lizzie Borden 
Museum and Maplecroft. 
                               
     Respectfully submitted, Kara Fossey, Interim Secretary                                   
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