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 The museum received a healthy number of visitors this year. Thanks 

to our existing and new guides, we were able to raise over $250 
through tours alone. Being able to show off the Copeland Cooper 
Shop will be an added bonus for visitors next year. 

 Our calendars are flying off the shelves! Get them while we still 
have them because once they’re gone, they’re gone for good! 

 Our other fundraisers have brought in various amounts of money. 
We thank our patrons for supporting the organization by buying 
poinsettia, having their antiques appraised, or by pitting their pets 
against each other in a cuteness contest. Every dollar helps. 

Special Thanks 

 To the Society’s Board of Directors, who support the President’s 
efforts to build this organization into a top notch museum. 

 Our dedicated members for their ongoing support. You drive us to 
move forward with capital projects, collections restoration, 
preserving our local history and accomplishing our mission. 

 The Shepherd Family, for winter plowing and summer lawn care. 
 To the hardworking individuals who helped complete a multitude of 

tasks on the Copeland Cooper Shop. This was a small project 
requiring many skills to get it done. Many hands made progress. 

 To the docents who helped with the Reed Homestead and Grist 
Mill. It is great to see people enjoying our museum again. 

 To our partnering organizations, such as Freedom’s Way National 
Heritage Area and the Townsend and Stow Minutemen. 

 To our granting organizations including: the Anderson Foundation, 
The 1772 Foundation, The Townsend Cultural Council, the 
Amanda Dwight Fund, Nashua River Wild and Scenic Council, and 
the many others who have contributed to projects. 

 Home at the Cooperage, specifically Rebecca Thatcher , for being a 
good tenant and supporting this organization’s mission. 

 Last but not least, Taber Morrell, our fearless Site Administrator 
who is up for tackling any challenge. His dedication to work has 
allowed the Society to share more history with the community. 



  
Meeting Agenda 

I. Greetings, President Ryan D. Hayward 

II. Minutes of 2021 Annual Meeting 

III. Summary of 2022 Season and Reports 

IV. Bylaw Amendment 

V. Election of Directors and Officers 

VI.  Additional Business and Dissolve Meeting 

2023 Board of Directors & Officers 

President:  
Vice President:  

Treasurer:  
Assistant Treasurer:  

Secretary:  
Directors: 

 
Life Directors:  

 

Program 

Best known as the author of the holiday 
classic Over the River and Through the 
Woods, Mrs. Child was a prominent 
author, abolitionist, teacher, novelist, and 
women’s rights advocate. Out of these 
contributions came the Frugal Housewife, 
one of the first guides to running a 
household in an economical manner. It is 
not hard to imagine this advice making its 
way from the book into the practice of 
every New England family. Come learn 
more about how this book and Mrs. 
Child helped change the lives of residents 
in Townsend, the Commonwealth and 
beyond.  

Welcome Members 

      On behalf of the Townsend Historical Society Board of Directors, I 
would like to welcome our members back to in-person programs. We 
have concluded another year and are excited to be able to share all the 
great progress the organization has made. We welcome you to get 
involved with the many different projects and programs that are 
ongoing. As always, thanks for joining us. We hope you enjoy the 
program! 

Proposed Bylaw Change 

Members are being asked to consider a bylaw revision to encourage 
ongoing volunteerism. Article V, Terms, currently limits all officer 
positions to no more than 2 consecutive terms. The change requested: 

Strike the text “and shall serve no more than two (2) consecutive terms” from this 
section to read “The officers will be elected to a two-year (2) term.” 

This amendment requires 2/3 vote of approval by the membership. 

 Work is nearly complete on the Copeland Cooper Shop. The 
exterior sheathing required repair and was covered with new 
clapboards. Work was entirely accomplished by volunteers. 

 The Arts and Craft Fair had 75 vendors and was full. The event 
helped raise over $6,000. Many of the existing vendors have already 
signed up for next year’s event because of how well it went. 

 We reestablished a connection with the schools and hope to have 
the third graders back to the museum complex. We missed our 
Spaulding Students and hope we can come to an agreement. 

 The Spaulding Cooperage finally has a contractor interested in doing 
work. We are finalizing details and anticipate signing a contract for a 
spring construction time. Work has come in around $75,000. Grants  
defer some cost but we would love additional donations to balance 
the budget. Every dollar donated will go right to work! 

Reflections 


